
MINUTES 
GEAUGA COUNTY EDUCATIONAL SERVICE CENTER 

FEBRUARY 19, 2013 	7:00 P.M. 

The Geauga County Educational Service Center board met on February 19, 2013, at 7:00 p.m., 
at the offices of the board for the purpose of conducting their regular business meeting. 
Members present were: Mrs. Cavanaugh, Mr. Gilson, Mrs. Koster and Mr. Battles. Absent: Mr. 
Burnett. 

MOTION: 
Mr. Gilson moved and Mrs. Cavanaugh seconded the motion to approve the agenda and 
addendum with numbering changes. Vote: Mr. Gilson, yes; Mrs. Cavanaugh, yes; Mrs. Koster, 
yes; and Mr. Battles, yes. Motion carried. 

MOTION: 
Mrs. Koster moved and Mrs. Cavanaugh seconded the motion to approve the minutes from the 
January 15, 2013, Organizational and Regular meetings as written. Vote: Mrs. Koster, yes; Mrs. 
Cavanaugh, yes; Mr. Gilson, yes; and Mr. Battles, yes. Motion carried. 

MOTION: 
Mrs. Koster moved and Mr. Gilson seconded the motion to approve the treasurer's report as 
listed below: 

1) January financial statement. 
2) January warrants written. 
3) January investments. 
4) February invoices payable. 
5) Donations to the STARS Program: 

$1000.00 from Accurate Metal 
$100.00 from Brunner Funeral Home 

Mr. Burnett arrived at 7:10 p.m. 

Vote: Mrs. Koster, yes; Mr. Gilson, yes; Mrs. Cavanaugh, yes; Mr. Burnett, abstain; and Mr. 
Battles, yes. Motion carried. 

Mr. Galemmo discussed the following: 

1) State budget proposal and impact on Educational Service Centers. 
2) Consolidation/merger meetings. 
3) Cardinal Superintendent search. 
4) Negotiations to begin for our ESC. 
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MOTION: 
Mr. Gilson moved and Mr. Burnett seconded the motion to approve new business items as 
listed: 

1) Wendy Jovan, Suzanne Fletcher, Carol Warnick, Amber Kokal, Frank Scarano, Susan 
Maas, and Kathy Sanborn, Psychologists, to attend Spring Ohio Spring Psychologists 
Conference, Columbus, April 17 and 18, total approx. cost: $3000.00. 

Francisco Gonzalez, Judy Tvergyak, and Nancy Rosenbaum, OT, to attend Smart 
Technology, Cleveland, Feb. 16, total approx. cost: $353.00. 

Kathy Schmelzer, Social Worker, to attend Guidelines for Ethical Issues in Social Work 
Practice, CSU, Feb. 13, total approx. cost: $101.00. 

Jaina Gandolfi, Vocational Director, to attend Workforce Development and Career 
Coaching, Willoughby, Feb. 21, total approx. cost: $50.00. 

Dana Jancik, STARS Director, to attend Ohio Speech, Language and Hearing Association 
Conference, March 14-16, Columbus, total approx. cost: $850.00. 

Deborah Morgan, Gifted Coordinator, to attend ESC Progress Network Meeting, 
Columbus, March 1, total approx. cost: $190.00. 

Stephanie Cohen, OT, to attend Self Regulation in Children, Independence, March 26, 
total approx. cost: $190.00. 

Cathy Manning and Suzanne Sotkovsky, Treasurer's Office, to attend Ashland Treasurer 
Leadership Academy, March 8 & 9, total approx. cost: $800.00. 

Dana Titus, School Psychologist, to attend Explosive, Challenging and Resistant Kids, 
Webinar, March 6, total approx. cost: $90.00. 

Sue Sotkovsky, Treasurer's Office, to attend School Worker's Comp Seminar, Rootstown, March 
27, total approx. cost: $40.00. 

Sue Sotkovsky, Treasurer's Office, to attend Payroll and Benefits Seminar, Independence, Feb. 
28, total approx. cost: $150.00. 
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Dana Jancik, STARS Director, and Janet Sapp, STARS teacher, to attend Dyslexia: Remediation, 
Intervention and Practical Application Strategies, Valley View, April 15 & 16, total approx. cost: 
$200.00. 

Heather Dodd, Transition Coordinator, to attend Work Force Development monthly meeting, 
Willoughby, total approx cost: $50.00, 

2) Bus driver for approval to drive in the Geauga County Schools during the 2012-2013 
school year: 

Elissa Vavpetic Ledgemont 

3) Leave Request: 

Nicole Weber, Intervention Specialist, maternity leave request from April 19 to May 30, 
2013. Letter attached. 

4) Resignation: 

Approval to accept resignation of Frank Scarano, Dir. Of Psychologist Services, due to 
retirement, effective July 31, 2013, letter attached. 

Approval to accept resignation of John Rose, Special Education Director to Cardinal 
Schools, effective July 31, 2013, letter attached. 

Approval to accept request to be released from 2012-2013 contract from Aaron Hendrickson, 
ED Teacher, effective 2-20-13. Letter attached. 

5) New Employees: 

Margaret Gullo, Chardon Substitute Caller 
$30.00 per day X 185 days = $5,550.00 Salary 
No benefits included. 

Vote: Mr. Gilson, yes; Mr. Burnett, yes; Mrs. Koster, yes; Mrs. Cavanaugh, yes; and Mr. Battles, 
yes. Motion carried. 
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Mr. Galemmo informed the board that Frank Scarano, Director of Psychological Services, was 
awarded the 2013 Ohio School Psychologist of the Year Award. A letter of congratulations will 
be sent to Dr. Scarano from the board. 

MOTION: 
Mrs. Koster moved and Mr. Gilson seconded the motion to approve a health insurance stipend 
to be paid to Christy Vondracek, MD Teacher, $870.00. Vote: Mrs. Koster, yes; Mr. Gilson, yes; 
Mrs. Cavanaugh, yes; Mr. Burnett, yes; and Mr. Battles, yes. Motion carried. 

The next board meeting will be March 19, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 

MOTION: 
Mrs. Cavanaugh moved and Mr. Burnett seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 
p.m. Vote: Unanimous approval. Motion carried. 



January 16, 2013 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I, Nicole Weber, hereby formally request to take maternity leave from April 19, 2013- May 30, 
2013. 

Sincerely, 

Nicole R. Weber 



40:6A. ICIG.A. CCAMT'FIr 
Ent.rc.A.-rxce.ritim, SERVICE cm.rrE..R. 

4:70 Center at., Slag. #2, Chnrclon. CH 4-4024 

Telephone (440) 279-1705 — FAX (440) 286-7106 

Frank M. Scarano, Ph.D. 
Director of Psychological Services 
Early Childhood Psychologist 

February 4, 2013 

Dear Mr. Galemmo and GCESC Board, 

It is with regret that I will retire after this, the 2012-13, school year. I say regret 
because it has been a pleasure working for the Geauga Count Educational Service 
Center. I will be completing my 40 th  year at the ESC. I started in August, 1973. I 
have seen many changes and have worked with several superintendents. All, 
especially Matt, have treated me fairly and with respect. I feel very fortunate to 
have served this county for so many years. 

Sincerely, 

ank M. Scarano 



4419 Stafford Dr. 
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 

440-228-7968 

January 28, 2013 

Matthew Galemmo 
GCESC 
470 Center St Bldg #2 
Chardon, Ohio 44024 

Dear Mr. Galemmo: 

It is my intention to resign my position as Special Education Director assigned to Cardinal Schools effective 
at the end of my contract year, July 31, 2013. I am doing so now as to let Cardinal Schools plan for next 

year. 

I have enjoyed my four years in Geauga County and am most appreciative for this opportunity. I have 

learned much from my colleagues and I have been fortunate to work with dedicated staff and caring 

parents. 

Once again, thank you for the opportunity. Should you need additional information, please contact me..  

Sincerely, 

John R. Rose 

CC: Paul Yocum, Superintendent Cardinal Schools 



Geauga County Educational Service Center 
470 Center Street Bldg. #2 
Chardon, OH 44024 

Dear Mr. Galemmo, 

This letter is to inform you of my request to be released from my 2012-2013 contract. The 

special education unit I have at Ledgemont Junior/Senior High School has only three students. One of 

which is participating in home instruction. The in-building students participate in all inclusion classes 

and have two periods where I reteach materials from their academic classes. Based on the low number 

of students in my care, I feel that the unit may not be available in years to come. 

I began to explore other job opportunities when I was placed on a one-year contract after being 

on a two-year contract. I applied for a position outside of the Geauga County Service Center District, in 

which they offered me the job. After carefully considering this decision, I have decided that it is in my 

best interest to take the position. 

Thank you for the opportunities you have provided me. I am grateful for the employment 

experience I have gained at the Educational Service Center. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron Hendrickson 
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