
MINUTES 
GEAUGA COUNTY EDUCATIONAL SERVICE CENTER 

FEBRUARY 25, 2014        7:00 P.M. 
 

The Geauga County Educational Service Center board met on February 25, 2014, at 7:00 p.m., 
for the purpose of conducting their regular business meeting.  Members present were:  Mrs. 
Cavanaugh, Mr. Remias, Mr. Burnett, Mr. Battles and Mrs. Koster. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the board. 
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Burnett moved and Mr. Remias seconded the motion to approve the agenda and 
addendum with an addition to add the Pledge of Allegiance after roll call at each board 
meeting. Vote:  Mr. Burnett, yes; Mr. Remias, yes; Mrs. Cavanaugh, yes; Mr. Battles, yes; and 
Mrs. Koster, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Battles moved and Mr. Remias seconded the motion to approve the minutes from the 2014 
Organizational meeting on January 21, 2014; and the January 21, 2014 regular meeting that 
followed the Organizational meeting.  Vote:  Mr. Battles, yes; Mr. Remias, yes; Mrs. Cavanaugh, 
yes; Mr. Burnett, yes; and Mrs. Koster, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION: 
Mrs. Cavanaugh moved and Mr. Battles seconded the motion to approve the treasurer’s report 
as listed below: 
 
1) January financial statement. 
2) January warrants written. 
3) January investments. 
4) February invoices payable. 
5) Donations to STARS Autism Program: 

 Accurate Metal Machining - $1,000.00 

 Kiwanis Club of East Geauga - $100.00 

 Preston Superstore - $1,000.00 
 
Vote:  Mrs. Cavanaugh, yes; Mr. Battles, yes; Mr. Burnett, yes; Mr. Remias, yes; and Mrs. 
Koster, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Galemmo discussed the following: 
 
1) Straight A Grant. 
2) Kent State and possible collaboration. 
3) All board’s dinner – tentative set for May 1. 
4) Project Achieve Fundraiser 
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5) Calamity Days. 
6) Consolidation efforts – Berkshire and Newbury. 
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Battles moved and Mrs. Cavanaugh seconded the motion to approve the following 
personnel items: 
 
1) Professional meeting requests: 
 

Lorri Petersen and Sue Sotkovsky, Treasurer Dept., to attend Sunshine Laws Training, 
Lakeland College, May 12, total approx. cost: $24.00. 

 
Sarah Meikle and Alyssa Lucas, Speech Therapists, to attend Practical Treatment  
Strategies for Childhood Apraxia of Speech, Cleveland, May 8, total approx. cost: 
$580.00. 

 
Karen Lackey, Social Worker, to attend PTSD, Trauma and Anxiety Disorders, 
Independence, May 1, total approx. cost: $118.00. 

 
Victoria Ware, School Psychologist, to attend Dyslexia, Science of the Spoken and 
Written Word, Cleveland, Feb. 28, total approx. cost: $145.00. 

 
Victoria Ware, School Psychologist, to attend Review of Child/Adolescent Disorders, 
Mentor, March 13, total approx. cost: $60.00. 

 
Heather Dodd, Kay Low, Amanda Tovar and Jaina Gandolfi, Special Education Job 
Training Personnel, to attend Ohio Association for Career and Technical Education 
Transition Treasure Hunt, Columbus, March 6 & 7, total approx. cost: $1,890.00. 

 
Trista Warren, Director of Curriculum, to attend Unique Leadership: Serving with 
Strength and Passion, Columbus, March 3 & 4, total approx. cost: $530.00. 

 
Cathy Manning and Suzanne Sotkovsky, Treasurer Dept., to attend Ashland 
Treasurer/Leadership Academy Seminar, Cleveland, April 4 & 5, total approx. cost: 
$700.00. 

 
Katelyn Natalie, Geauga Achieve Teacher, to attend Adaptive Physical Education 
Conference, Columbus, March 14, total approx. cost: $230.00. 
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Matthew Galemmo, Lorri Petersen, Suzanne Allen, Julie Ramos, Donna Cook, Trista 
Linden-Warren and Jim Turk, ESC Administrators, to attend Ohio Educational Service 
Centers Spring Conference, Columbus, April 7, 8 & 9, total approx. cost: $4,500.00. 

 
Joe Cirino, Social Worker, to attend Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental  
Disorders, Lakeland College, April 11, total approx. cost: $69.00. 

 
Joe Cirino, Social Worker, to attend Trauma Informed Care Workshops, Chardon, April 8 
& 9, total approx. cost: $100.00. 

 
Sharon Knotek, Director of Operations, to attend Refining and Practicing Diagnostic 
Skills, Independence, April 24, total approx. cost: $99.00. 

 
Dana Eggers, STARS Director, to attend High Functioning Autism, Asperger’s and Social 
Communication Disorder, Cleveland, May 6, total approx. cost: $200.00. 

 
Dana Titus, School Psychologist, to attend Motivational Interviewing, Online Workshop - 
$145.00. 

 
Dana Titus, School Psychologist, to attend Shame and Self Loathing in the Treatment of 
Trauma, Online Workshop - $145.00. 

 
2) Leave of Absence for approval: 
 

Julianne Parker, Speech Pathologist, effective Feb. 10 through Feb. 28, medical leave, 
letter attached.  

 
3) Additional days to be approved: 
 

Judy Tvergyak, Certified Occupational Therapist Assistant, additional one day per week 
@ $375.00 per day, to replace other employee on sick leave. 

 
4) Part-time/long term substitute employees to be approved: 
 

Doris Bernoski, Speech Pathologist, to substitute for Julianne Parker, as listed above 
until Ms. Parker returns to duty.  Daily rate of $225.00 per day, plus benefits; paid by 
Newbury Local. 

 
Jessica Zeroff, ED Teacher at Newbury 
$85.00 per day as needed through June 5, 2014, effective Feb. 24, 2014. 
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Vote:  Mr. Battles, yes; Mrs. Cavanaugh, yes; Mr. Remias, yes; Mr. Burnett, yes; and Mrs. 
Koster, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business item discussed was the status with NEOLA and our policy update. 
 
Mrs. Cavanaugh discussed the problem of Heroin in our schools and county after attending a 
program.   
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Battles moved and Mr. Burnett seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
Vote:  Unanimous approval.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


