
MINUTES 
GEAUGA COUNTY EDUCATIONAL SERVICE CENTER 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2014   7:00 P.M. 
 

The Geauga County Educational Service Center board met on September 23, 2014, at 7:00 p.m., at the 
offices of the board for the purpose of conducting their regular business meeting.  Members present 
were:  Mr. Remias, Mr. Burnett, Mr. Battles and Mrs. Koster.  Absent:  Mrs. Cavanaugh. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
MOTION:  
Mr. Battles moved and Mr. Remias seconded the motion to approve the agenda and addendum as 
presented.  Vote:  Mr. Battles, yes; Mr. Remias, yes; Mr. Burnett, yes; and Mrs. Koster, yes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Burnett moved and Mr. Battles seconded the motion to approve the August 26, 2014, minutes with 
correction to second paragraph, page 1.  Vote:  Mr. Burnett, yes; Mr. Battles, yes; Mr. Remias, yes; and 
Mrs. Koster, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Cavanaugh arrived at 7:15 p.m.   
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Burnett moved and Mr. Battles seconded the motion to approve the treasurer’s report as listed 
below:   
 

1) August financial statement. 
2) August warrants written. 
3) August investments. 
4) September invoices payable. 
5) Approve final appropriations for the 2014-2015 school year. 

 
Vote:  Mr. Burnett, yes; Mr. Battles, yes; Mr. Remias, yes; Mrs. Cavanaugh, abstain; and Mrs. Koster, yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Galemmo discussed the following: 
 

1) Ledgemont land transfer to Cardinal.  Reviewed the steps to be taken to begin process. 
2) STEM grant. 

 
MOTION: 
Mr. Battles moved and Mr. Burnett seconded the motion to approve the following personnel items: 
 

1) Professional meeting requests for attendance: 
 

Jennifer Miklovich, Brittany Landies, Occupational Therapists, and Lindsay Watson, Physical 
Therapist,  to attend OT, PT and Teacher Collaboration, Cleveland, Oct. 17, total approx. cost: 
$410.00. 
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Jennifer Miklovich, Occupational Therapist, to attend Complementary Interventions, Cleveland, 
Oct. 7, total approx. cost: $179.00. 

 
Beth Timen, Physical Therapist, to attend Pediatric Gait Conference, Cleveland, Oct. 7, total 
approx. cost: $199.00. 

 
Robin Ludwig, Geauga Achieve Supervisor, to attend Special Education Leadership Conference, 
Columbus, Oct. 14-16, total approx. cost: $717.00. 

 
Heather Schloss, Intervention Specialist, to attend Resident Educator Meetings, Cleveland, Sept. 
24 and Oct. 8, total approx. cost: $170.00. 

 
Stacy Heatwole, Speech Therapist, to attend Ohio School Speech Pathology and Audiology 
Conference, Columbus, Oct. 19-21, total approx. cost: $460.00. 

 
Lindsay Baar, Gaitway Principal, and Kathy Schmelzer, Gaitway Social Worker, to attend How to 
Use Positive Outcomes, Concord, Oct. 7, total approx. cost: $25.00. 
 
Deborah Morgan, Gifted Coordinator, to attend Ohio Association for Gifted Children, Columbus, 
Oct. 13-14, total approx. cost: $570.72. 

 
Deborah Morgan, Gifted Coordinator, to attend Rural Education National Forum, Columbus, Oct. 
27-28, total approx. cost:  $720.00. 

 
Sharon Knotek, Director of Operations, to attend School Law Update Seminar, Independence,  
Oct. 9, total approx. cost: $110.00. 

 
Alexandra Hubbard, Kristin Uland and Amber Gingrich, Speech Therapists, to attend Language 
Acquisition through Motor Planning, Independence, Oct. 9-10, total approx. cost: $375.00. 

 
Joan Benedejcic and Kathy Sanborn, School Psychologists, to attend Ohio School Psychologists 
Association Fall Conference, Columbus, Nov. 6-7, total approx. cost: $1400.00. 

 
Joan Benedejcic, School Psychologist, to attend Analyzing Data from the WISC-V, Lorain, Sept. 
29, total approx. cost: $160.00. 

 
Kristen Liguzinski, Intervention Specialist, to attend First Aide Review, Child Abuse Review and 
Communicable Disease, Maplewood JVS, Oct and Nov, total approx. cost: $100.00. 

 
Alyssa Lucas, Speech Therapist, to attend Level 1 Basic Training in Picture Exchange 
Communication System, Cleveland, Nov. 3-4, total approx. cost: $435.00. 
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2) New Employees: 

 
Debra Iammarino, Pupil Services Director at Cardinal Local 
One year contract – September 2, 2014 through August 31, 2015 
Salary - $46,800.00, 120 days.  Benefits pro-rated based on days worked. 
 
Margaret Gullo, Substitute Phone Caller 
$15.00 per hour, approx. 3 hours per day as needed.  No benefits included. 

 
3) Supplemental Contract: 

 
Allison Lintern, ED Teacher at Ledgemont, additional 30 minutes per day for 163 days during the 
2014-2015 school year.  Hourly rate $25.07 per hour, total $2,043.21.   
 
Lindsay Baar, Gaitway Principal, additional 7 day supplemental contract for Positive Behavior 
Intervention and Support direct coaching to staff.  Daily rate - $346.87 X 7 days = $2428.13. 

 
4) FMLA Leave Requests: 

 
FMLA Medical Leave request from Cathy Havel, Educational Assistant, effective Sept. 4, 2014 
through Oct. 15, 2014.  Letter attached. 
 
FMLA Parental leave request from Katie Southall, Intervention Specialist, effective approx. 
January 12, 2015 through May 18, 2015.  Letter attached. 
 

5) Bus and van driver for approval to drive in the Geauga County Schools during the 2014-2015 
school year: 

Jacqueline Greulich, West Geauga 
Jason Kletecka, West Geauga 

 
6) Letter of resignation from Dawn Mansfield, LPN, effective August 1, 2014.  Letter attached.  

Letter of resignation from Nancy Amantea, Educ. Assistant, effective Sept. 8, 2014.  Letter  
attached. 

 
7) Approve updated list of employee contracts and salaries for the 2014-2015 school year. 

Attached. 
 

8) Substitute teacher and substitute educational assistant rate change, effective September 23, 
2014: 
  Teachers – change from $85.00 per day to $90.00 
  Educational Assistants – change from $80.00 per day to $85.00 
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Vote:  Mr. Battles, yes; Mr. Burnett, yes; Mrs. Cavanaugh, no; Mr. Remias, yes; and Mrs. Koster, yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Battles moved and Mr. Burnett seconded the motion to approve old business as follows: 
 

1) Approve third and final reading of the following policies: 
 

Revised Policy 1422 Administration Nondiscrimination 
Revised Policy 3122 Professional Nondiscrimination 
Revised Policy 4122 Classified Nondiscrimination 
Revised Policy 2260 Program Nondiscrimination/Equal Opportunity 

 
Vote:  Mr. Battles, yes; Mr. Burnett, yes; Mrs. Cavanaugh, yes; Mr. Remias, yes; and Mrs. Koster, yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
MOTION: 
Mrs. Cavanaugh moved and Mr. Battles seconded the motion to approve new business as listed below: 
 

1) Approve contract with Michele Timmons, Envision Ed Plus, to provide 5 days of training and 
technical assistance for Geauga County leaders/staff to build district capacity to implement 
innovating strategies aligned to GCESC Straight A Innovation grant goals.  Estimate cost of 
services $7,000.00, paid by grant. 

 
2) Approve resolution with the Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program to participate in the State of 

Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program during the 2014-2015 school year, annual membership 
fee - $100.00.  Resolution attached. 
 

3) Approve vendor service agreement between the Geauga County Educational Service Center and 
BattelleEd.  BattelleEd shall provide services under this agreement from July 1, 2014 through 
June 30, 2020. Contract amount $739,992.00.  Contract attached. 
 

4) Approve agreement with Educational Partnerships Institute, LLC, to provide marketing support 
throughout a five year plan for the Geauga County Innovative Project Straight A Grant.   
Contract amount - $150,000.00.  Attached.   

 
Vote:  Mrs. Cavanaugh, yes; Mr. Battles, yes; Mr. Burnett, yes; Mr. Remias, yes; and Mrs. Koster, yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Next board meeting – October 21, 2014. 
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Burnett moved and Mr. Remias seconded the motion to adjourn the board meeting at 8:45 p.m.  
Vote:  Unanimous approval.  Motion carried. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


